
Who is This Man? - Perspective

EXPLANATION:

“The Lab: Decoy” showcases an experiment to convey the power of perspective in portrait

photography. This short video explores the perspectives of photographers and how their experiences

create biases. This thought-provoking activity questions how experience, beliefs, and perspective

influence and contribute to perceptions.

GRADE LEVELS: 11–12

STUDENT GROUPING: Whole group discussion and individual reflection

ACTIVITY LENGTH: 40–60 minutes

CASEL CORE COMPETENCY: SOCIAL AWARENESS

● Taking others’ perspectives

● Demonstrating empathy and compassion

● You can learn more about the CASEL framework here

https://casel.org/sel-framework/


SCOPE OF TASK:

Demonstrating that “a photograph is shaped more by the person behind the camera than by what is in

front of it,” Canon invited six photographers to a portrait session with a twist. In “The Lab: Decoy,” an

actor provided a different backstory of himself to each photographer, from a “self-made millionaire”

to a “recovering alcoholic.” In this social experiment, the photographer’s vision, experiences,

perception, and personal biases shaped the final photos.

Perspective-taking is an important social skill. Relationships hinge on one’s ability to see things from

another’s vantage point. Having the capacity to see other points of view requires empathy and the

ability to navigate the emotions of others, connect with others, and value diversity.

1. In a whole class group, begin a conversation with the students about what perspective is. Ask a

student to record points made on the board.

● What is perspective/point of view?

● Why is it important in daily life?

● What are its benefits?

2. Play the video “The Lab: Decoy”:

3. The director of the video had a purpose and used persuasive and interpretive techniques to portray

a story. Ask the students to summarize the video and discuss its purpose. Ask a student to record

students’ ideas and opinions. Possible questions to prompt discussion include:

● How did the photographers create the images?

● What did they use to create the portraits?

● What is the “moral” of the video?

● Were the images that were developed true images? Why or why not?

● Did the photographers’ preconceived biases influence the photographs? If so, how?

● Why did one photographer put an empty chair in the photo?

● What stereotypes were portrayed?

● Did the film director mislead the photographers? Explain.

https://www.youtube.com/embed/F-TyPfYMDK8?feature=oembed


4. After exploring the concept of perspective and how it can influence interactions and relationships

both positively and negatively, ask students how they would like to be perceived. Ask them to take

some quiet time to reflect on the following questions:

● How would you wish to be photographed?

● What story would you tell to help someone get to know you better?

5. Provide students with sticky notes and ask them to write a sentence in response to the following

question: What is the most powerful thing I learned personally from this discussion? Ask them to

anonymously post the notes on the wall.

To conclude the session, summarize some of the comments and responses made. Depending on the

recorded comments, you can offer some overarching statements about what appears important to the

class about perspective, bias, and preconceived stereotypes.

RESOURCES:

Online video: “THE LAB: DECOY |6 Photographers 1 Man - A Portrait

Photography Session With a Twist,” Canon Australia, sourced from:

https://www.goodnet.org/articles/6-photographers-1-man-different-

perspectives-video

https://www.goodnet.org/articles/6-photographers-1-man-different-perspectives-video
https://www.goodnet.org/articles/6-photographers-1-man-different-perspectives-video

